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ASPA Annual Awards Program

The Utah Chapter of ASPA has joined with the Governor’s Awards
for Excellence to honor public employees who have demonstrated a
commitment to excellence. ASPA will honor the following
individuals:

SENATOR ED MAYNE (posthumously) — Senator Arthur V. Watkins
Distinguished Service Award for an Elected Official — accepted by
Senator Karen Mayne

DouGLAs G. RICHINS, Director of the Division of Purchasing and
General Services — Dr. G. Homer Durham Distinguished Service
Award for an Appointed Official

BiLL CRIM, Vice President of Community Impact and Public Policy,
United Way of Salt Lake — F. Ted Hebert Distinguished Service
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Public Administration

These individuals, along with other public employees being
recognized by the Governor, will be honored at a reception in the
Capitol Rotunda on Tuesday, June 34, we appreciate all the work
they have done to make our communities better.

Declaration

Governer Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., Govennor of the State of
Utah, declares June 3, 2008 as

Utah Fublic Employee Recognition Day

Secretariat: Center for Public Policy & Administration ¢ University of Utah
260 South Central Campus Drive, Room 214, Salt Lake City, UT 84112-9154

Phone: (801) 581-6493 4 Fax: (801) 585-5489



APRIL LUNCHEON
By Chris Hillman
Clearfield City Manager

Utah’s Roads & Rail: The Next Ten Years

Chris Hillman, Clearfield City Manager, introduced the panel members. He indicated that these
four individuals are at the very center of all transportation issues that we face in the state.

Senator Sheldon Killpack

J. Stuart Adams, Transportation Commission Chair
Ralph Jackson, UTA Deputy Chief

Carlos Braceras, UDOT Deputy Director

Senator Killpack explained that a downward trend in the economy started in 2001. In order to
get the necessary funding for education, all other budgets in the state were pillaged. As a result,
transportation funding was hit across the board, including the Highway Fund and other projects
whose long term financing was put in jeopardy.

Senator Killpack compared long term economic development to a three legged stool. Education
is one leg; another leg is the ability to move goods, services and people. The third leg is the
business climate—the tax system. You cannot remove one leg and have strong economic
development.

Many times in transportation we play catch up—we play defense more than we play offense.
Senator Killpack discussed ways the state can help this situation.

* Corridor preservation can save us billions of dollars in the future

* Finding long-term resources dedicated to transportation

He said we have been vigilant in finding those resources. He also discussed how the funding was
acquired for I-15 in Utah County.

J. Stuart Adams, Utah Transportation Commission Chair, explained the make-up of the
Commission. It does not have any oversight of UDOT but they prioritize the projects and decide
how funds are spent. He explained how the Commission works with UDOT, UTA, the
Legislature and local officials.

Mr. Adams explained that transportation funding is divided into two categories: roads are funded
by the gas tax and public transit is funded by sales tax. He said the last gas tax increase was in
1997; the same 24-1/2 cents is being collected today as was in 1998 with no inflationary
adjustment. The commission has need for additional revenue because the inflationary cost of
doing business has increased but we have a conservative constituency when it comes to funding
issues and not raising taxes. There are more miles being driven than were driven in 1997 and
thus more need for road maintenance. This creates a dilemma as far as road funding in the state.

Mr. Adams discussed the Centennial Highway Fund that was set up by the legislature in the late
90s. Many projects have been funded through the sales tax from this fund, such as the Legacy



Highway in Davis County. He also explained that the legislature has set up the Transportation
Investment Fund where a percentage of the sales tax revenue is added to address the funding
dilemma. He discussed various projects funded under the Transportation Investment Fund. He
indicated that federal funding for transportation has declined and continues to decline and that
with current projects 70% - 75% is funded by the state.

Carlos Braceras, Department of Transportation Deputy Director, gave a snapshot of the funding
that came out of the last legislative session. He commented that Utah is the third fastest growing
state in the country in terms of people and has the strongest economy in the country. However,
he noted that the vehicle miles traveled (which is how the department measures) is increasing at
about twice the rate of our population. He discussed some of the challenges we face. There are
500 bridges in Utah that are going to need to be replaced. With the money that is available we
replace about 15 bridges a year. There is also a need for repaving. We did a massive paving
program right before the Olympics and there is a need for resurfacing.

Mr. Braceras indicated that the level of support transportation receives from the Governor and
the Legislature is truly unprecedented. UDOT does a survey every year and 72% of the
respondents said they are doing a good job. He discussed how UDOT has reorganized to do their
jobs more effectively; over 80% of their design work is done by consultants. There will be over
200 projects under construction with a lot more projects in the pipeline. Mr. Braceras also
discussed some innovative ways they have completed recent projects.

Ralph Jackson, Utah Transit Authority Deputy Chief, explained where UTA funding for
projects comes from. He remarked that they work with other agencies such as UDOT. He
discussed the funding for the Front Runner project which comes from sales tax and some federal
funding. Mr. Jackson commented on various transit projects underway.

The Utah Chapter of the American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) wishes to thank
our panelists for sharing their time and knowledge with us concerning transportation issues in
our state.
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JOIN THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (ASPA)

The American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) supports new and future public service
professionals by providing networking and career advancement opportunities, offering reduced
membership dues and conference registration fees, exposing you to cutting-edge research that
cannot be found anywhere else, and giving you useful advice on advancing your career.

Through recently expanded programs and services, ASPA is helping students and new
professionals acquire the knowledge, technical skills and resources necessary to be excellent
public servants.

Membership in ASPA Helps You:

Get Ahead — Membership in ASPA shows potential employers you are serious about your
career. ASPA’s online career center and job board (PublicServiceCareers.org) advances
members’ career development and offers useful information about careers in the field. Search for
available positions and confidentially post your resume for employers to review.

Get Involved — Local ASPA Chapters provide you with a unique opportunity to get involved in
the local public service community and expand your network. Membership in a local Chapter is
included with your ASPA membership. ASPA’s Sections give you in-depth exposure to the
issues that matter most in public service. ASPA also offers quality programming for new
professionals at national and regional conferences.

Stay Connected — ASPA’s monthly newspaper, PA TIMES, focuses on public management
issues, highlights best practices and features frequent career advice columns. Our bi-weekly e-




newsletter, The Bridge, keeps you informed about the latest opportunities, events and resources

in the field.

Access Research — Public Administration Review (PAR), the premier journal in the field, has
been bridging theory and practice in public management for more than 60 years. Members have
online access to every issue published. ASPA also provides direct access to the latest research

and conference proceedings.

Save Money — As an ASPA member, you receive discounts on regional and national
conferences, publications, and reduced membership fees in other public service organizations.

Get Started — Want to learn more? Click here to download a membership application with a
special discount for new professionals.
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